Sent By: IP Strategies, P.C.; 



Application No. 10/755,704 
Amendment 



703 248 9244] 



Amendments to the Claim? 



Please amend the cla ms as follows 



1. (canceled) 



2. (previously presented) 
is made from removably connected 



3. (previously presented) 
horizontal rigid segment incl 



[panels; 



5. (previously presented) 
a plurality of end 
flexible connecting 
connection pieces tha 

such that at least one em 

of the plurality of end panels 

mattress; 

wherein the end panels 

rigid segment spanning an interior 



id pan si 
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The assembly of claim 5, wherein the rigid outer frame 
rigid tubes. 



The assembly of claim 5, wherein the substantially 
ides a plurality of removably connected rigid tubes. 



4. (previously preseni ed) The assembly of claim 5, wherein the plurality of aid 
panels are two end panels. 



A bed guard assembly, comprising: 



material for placement beneath a mattress; and 

connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
when the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 



include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 
of the outer frame; and 
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wherein the flexible < connecting material includes strips of webbing. 



6. (original) The assembly of claim 
first strip of webbing connected 
webbing connected to seconc 



7. (original) The assembly of claim 5 f wherein the strips of webbing are made of 
a material including nylon. 

8. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 5 t wherein the rigid outer frame 
is metal. 



is steel. 



10, (canceled) 



Uncanceled) 



12. (previously preseijted) 
horizontal rigid segment is 
portions. 
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5, wherein the strips of webbing include a 
to first ends of the end panels, and a second strip of 
ends of the end panels. 



9. (previously present sd) The assembly of claim 5, wherein the rigid outer frame 



The assembly of claim 1 3, wherein the substantially 
slMably coupled to the substantially parallel opposing side 
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13. (previously prese ited) A bed guard assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of end pan sis; 

flexible connecting it aterial for placement beneath a mattress; and 
connection pieces that connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
snch that at least one end par el of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
of die plurality of end panels|when the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 
mattress; 

wherein the end pane s include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 
rigid segment spanning an in erior of the outer frame; 

wherein the rigid oute r frame includes substantially parallel opposing top and 
bottom portions connected to substantially parallel opposing side portions; 

wherein the substantii Jly horizontal rigid segment is coupled to the substantially 
parallel opposing side portior s; and 

wherein the assembly further comprises fasteners that fix a position of the 
substantially horizontal rigid segment with respect to the substantially parallel opposing 
side portions. 

14. (previously preser ted) A bed guard assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of end pane Is; 



connection pieces that 
such that at least one end 



pan :1 



flexible connecting m iterial for placement beneath a mattress; and 

connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
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of the plurality of end 
mattress; 

wherein the end pane 
rigid segment spanning an 

wherein the rigid outefr 
bottom portions connected 

wherein the 
parallel opposing side portioijs; 

wherein the 
which fix the 
tiie substantially parallel 
fasteners. 



panels] when the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 

s include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 
inferior of the outer frame; 

frame includes substantially parallel opposing top and 
tcj substantially parallel opposing side portions; 

horizontal rigid segment is coupled to the substantially 
; and 

comprises a plurality of fasteners, selected ones of 
segment at a selected position with respect to 
side portions, corresponding to the selected ones of the 



? substantially 



i assembly further 



substantially he rizontal rigid 



opposing! 



15. (previously presented) 
a plurality of end panels; 
flexible connecting 
connection pieces thai 

such that at least one end 

of the plurality of end panels 

mattress; 

wherein the end panel 

rigid segment spanning an 



I pan si 
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A bed guard assembly, comprising: 

material for placement beneath a mattress; and 

connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
when the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 



3 include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 
of the outer frame; 



int snor 
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wherein the rigid out$r 
bottom portions connected tc 
wherein the assembly 
first fastener portions 

and 

second fastener portions, 
which mate with correspond! ig 
substantially horizontal rigid ^egment 
side portions. 



viously preset ted) A bed guard assembly, comprising: 



panels 



I pan $1 



16. (pre 

a plurality of end 
flexible connecting 
connection pieces thai 

such that at least one end 

of the plurality of end panels 

mattress; 

wherein the end panel^ 

rigid segment spanning an 

wherein the rigid oute : 

bottom portions connected 

wherein the substantially 

parallel opposing side portion s; 



Page 6 

frame includes substantially parallel opposing top and 
substantially parallel opposing side portions; and 
further comprises: 

coupled to the substantially parallel opposing side portions; 

coupled to the substantially horizontal rigid segment, 
ones of the first fastener portions to fix a position of the 
with respect to the substantially parallel opposing 



material for placement beneath a mattress; and 

connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
ftdien the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 



int mor < 



include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 

of the outer frame; 
frame includes substantially parallel opposing top and 
to [substantially parallel opposing side portions; 

horizontal rigid segment is coupled to the substantially 
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assembly further comprises fasteners coupled to the substantially 



wherein the 
parallel opposing side portions: 

wherein the substantially horizontal rigid 
with corresponding ones of tile 
rigid segment with respect to 

17. (canceled) 



lpan< ds; 



[pan si 



18. (previously presented) 

a plurality of end 

flexible connecting material 

connection pieces tha 
such that at least one end 
of the plurality of end panels 
mattress; 

wherein the end panels 
rigid segment spanning an 

wherein the rigid 
bottom portions connected to 

wherein die 
parallel opposing side portioiis; 



outer 



Page 7 



s; and 

segment includes apertures that mate 
fasteners to fix a position of the substantially horizontal 
the substantially parallel opposing side portions. 



A bed guard assembly, comprising: 



for placement beneath a mattress; and 
connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
when the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 



mi enor < 



include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 

of the outer frame; 
frame includes substantially parallel opposing top and 
substantially parallel opposing side portions; 
substantiilly horizontal rigid segment is coupled to the substantially 
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wherein the substanti^ly 
portion having first and 
opposing side portions; and 

wherein the 
tubular segments. 



second 



tubular h tfizontal portion includes a plurality of slidably attached 



(previously preset tted) A bed guard assembly, comprising: 



19 , 

a plurality of end panels; 

flexible connecting 

connection pieces tha 
such that at least one end pan si 
of the plurality of end panels 
mattress; 

wherein the end panels 
rigid segment spanning an i 

wherem the rigid 
bottom portions connected to 

wherein the substantia lly 
parallel opposing side portioijs 

wherein the substantially 
portion having first and second 
opposing side portions; and 



outer 
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horizontal rigid segment includes a tubular horizontal 
end portions that couple with the substantially parallel 



material for placement beneath a mattress; and 

connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
when die flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 

include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 
interior of the outer frame; 

frame includes substantially parallel opposing top and 
substantially parallel opposing side portions; 

horizontal rigid segment is coupled to the substantially 

horizontal rigid segment includes a tubular horizontal 
end portions that couple with the substantially parallel 
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wherein the first and 
tubes that slide over 



second aid portions are substantially vertically-oriented 
the resp sctive substantially parallel opposing side portions. 



(previously presetted) A bed guard assembly, comprising: 



20. 

a plurality of end 



pan sis 



flexible connecting njaterial for placement beneath a mattress; and 

connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
of the plurality of end panels opposes another aid panel 
when the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 



[par el 



tnsnor 



connection pieces tha t 
such (hat at least one end 
of the plurality of end panels 
mattress; 

wherein the end pane 
rigid segment spanning an 

wherein the rigid out 
bottom portions connected tc 

wherein the substanti illy 
parallel opposing side portioi is: 

wherein the substantially 
portion having first and 
opposing side portions; 

wherein the assembly 
parallel opposing side portioi is; 



1 secoi id 
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s include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 
of the outer frame; 
frame includes substantially parallel opposing top and 
substantially parallel opposing side portions; 

horizontal rigid segment is coupled to the substantially 



horizontal rigid segment includes a tubular horizontal 
end portions that couple with the substantially parallel 



further comprises fasteners coupled to the substantially 
;and 
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wherein the first and 
with the fasteners to fix a 
respect to the substantially pirall 



second end portions include apertures that communicate 
position of the substantially horizontal rigid segment with 
el opposing side portions. 



(previously presei ited) A bed guard assembly, comprising: 



21 

a plurality of end panels; 

flexible connecting rrfeterial 

connection pieces tha 
such that at least one end pan si 
of the plurality of end panels 
mattress; 

wherein the end panels include 
rigid segment spanning an 

wherein the rigid outejr 
bottom portions connected to 

wherein the substantially horizontal 
parallel opposing side portior s; 

wherein the 
portion having first and 
opposing side portions; 

wherein the 
parallel opposing side portions; and 
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for placement beneath a mattress; and 
connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
when the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 

a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 
interior of the outer frame; 

frame includes substantially parallel opposing top and 
substantially parallel opposing side portions; 

rigid segment is coupled to the substantially 

substantially horizontal rigid segment includes a tubular horizontal 
second end portions that couple with the substantially parallel 

assembly [further comprises fasteners coupled to the substantially 
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wherein the first and 
including selected ones that 
horizontal rigid segment at a 
side portions corresponding 



second end portions include a plurality of apertures, 
sommunicate with the fasteners to fix the substantially 
position with respect to the substantially parallel opposing 
the selected ones of the plurality of apertures. 



o 



22. (original) The assembly 
opposing side portions include 
the apertures in the first and 



of claim 20, wherein the substantially parallel 
apertures through which the fasteners communicate with 
i second end portions. 



or*e< 



23. (original) The 
spring portion and a button, 
button through a respective 
portions and a respective one 
position of the substantially 
parallel opposing side portioils 



Page 11 



as* embly of claim 22, wherein each said fastener includes a 
\ therein the spring portion provides a bias that pushes the 
of the apertures in the substantially parallel opposing side 
of the apertures in the first and second end portions to fix a 
Horizontal rigid segment with respect to the substantially 



24. (canceled) 



25. (previously preser ted) A bed guard assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of end pan< Is; 

flexible connecting m iterial for placement beneath a mattress; and 
connection pieces that connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
such that at least one end pan si of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
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of the plurality of end panels when the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath i 



mattress; 

wherein the end pane 
rigid segment spanning an i 

wherein die rigid outtfr 
portions, and at least one 
defined by the top portion 



s include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 
inferior of the outer frame; and 

frame includes a top portion and first and second side 

that extends at a substantially right angle to a plane 
the first and second side portions. 



ext< nsion i 



an i 



26. (original) The assjembly 
provides a base that allows 



the 



27, (previously presented) 
frame includes a number 



a plurality of end panels; 
flexible connecting material 
connection pieces that 
such that at least one end 



mattress; 

wherein the end panel 
rigid segment spanning an interior of the 
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of claim 25, wherein the at least one extension 
respective end panel to stand upright. 



The assembly of claim 5, wherein the rigid outer 
that are removably attached to each other. 



of s« jgments 



28. (previously preset ted) A bed guard assembly, comprising: 



for placement beneath a mattress; and 
connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
panfcl of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
of the plurality of end panels jvhen the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 



include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 
outer frame; 
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wherein the end pant 1 includes a fabric portion framed by the rigid outer frame. 

29. (original) The assembly of claim 28, wherein the fabric portion includes 

netting. 

30. (original) The assembly of claim 29, wherein the fabric portion includes a 
nylon border on an outer peri phery. 



31. (original) The 
sleeve that accepts components 



assembly of claim 30, wherein the nylon border includes a 
of the rigid outer frame. 



34. (original) The ; 
the substantially horizontal i 



35. (original) The 
stretch material that provides 
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ass embly of claim 28, wherein the fabric portion is removably 



32. (original) The 
attached to the rigid outer fra^ne, 

33. (original) The assembly of claim 32, wherein the fabric portion is fitted over 
the rigid outer frame. 



assembly of claim 33, wherein the fabric portion is fitted over 
rifcid segment. 



ass anbly of claim 33, wherein the fabric portion includes a 
i tension fit with the rigid outer frame. 
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36. (previously presented) 
pieces are rigid structures, aid 
angle with the respective collected 



37. (original) The 
removably attached to the 

38. (original) The 
attached to the end panels 



as lembly of claim 36, wherein the connection pieces are 
enp panels and to the connecting material. 

as* embly of claim 37, wherein the connection pieces are 
by a connection mechanism. 



39, (original) The assembly 
includes a rigid footing attached 



connection pieces that 



mattress: 
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The assembly of claim 5, wherein the connection 
each said connection piece forms a substantially right 
end panel. 



of claim 38, wherein each said connection piece 
to the connecting material. 



40. (canceled) 

41. (currently amende^) A bed guard assembly comprising ; 
a Plurality of end p anels 



flexible connecting m aterial for placement beneath a mattress: and 

connect the flexible connecting mate rial to the end p anels 



such that at least one end Pan* I of the pl urality of end panels opposes another end p anej 



of the plurality of end panels : vhen the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 
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-Wherein the end pane s include a rigid o uter frame and a substantially horizontal 



rigid segment spanning an in 



wherein each said coi nection piece i ncludes a first end connected to the 



connecting material and a se< ond end connected to the e n d panels, and an angled joint 



between the first and second 



aid* and 



connection pieces thai 



ripid segment spanning an in! erior of the outer frame: 



connecting material disposed 



Page 16 
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erior of the outer frame: 



Th e ass e mbly of clair *4Qf wherein the first end is removably attached to the 
connecting material and the second end is removably attached to the end panels, 

42. (canceled) 

43. (currently amende i) A bed guard assembly, comprising : 
a plurality of end pant Is: 



flexible c onnecting m iterial for placement beneath a matfrftsg; ^ 



connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 



such that at least one end pan A of the plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 



of the plurality of end panels when the flexible connecting material is disposed beneath a 



mattress; 

Wherein the end panelfe include a rigid outer frame and a substa ntially horizontal 



wherein the connectio i pieces include a mechanism for decreasing the length of 



Th e assembly of ok m 1-43? wherein the mechanism is a buckle. 



between the end panels: and 
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44. (canceled) 

45. (currently amended) A bed guard assembly, comprising 
apMityofendpands; 



flexible connecting rr aterial for placement beneath a mattress: and 



connection pieces tha connect the flexible connecting mate ri al to the end p an^ 



s uch that at least one end pan el of the plurality of end panels onnoses another end p an^I 



of the plurality of end panels 



when the flexible conne cting material is disposed beneath^ 



mattress: 

wherein the end paqefc 



rigid se gment spanning an in erior of the outer frame: 



disposed in fixed positions: a: id 



connection pieces that 
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include a rigid outer frame and a substantially horizontal 



wherein the connectic n pieces include a mechanism for reducing an amount of 



slack Of connecting material i isposed between the end panels when the end panels are 



Th e ass e mbly of plain h44? wherein the mechanism is a buckle. 



46. (canceled) 

47. (currently amende i) A bed gua rd assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of end] 



flexible connecting tiu Aerial for placement beneath a mattress: and 



connect the flexible connecting material to the end panels 
such that at least one end panft of th e plurality of end panels opposes another end panel 
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of the plurality of end panels when the flexible connecting material is dispose^ ta reflh a 



mattress; 

wherein the end pan elb include a rigid outer frame and a substantially hq^pntal 



rigid segment spanning an fail 



wherein the connectic n pieces include a mechanism for reducing an amount of 



slack of connecting material lisposed between the end pane ls when the connecting 



material is disposed beneath 



he mattress and the end panels are placed against opposi te 



sides of the mattress: and 

Th e ooo e mbly of olaiih 46, wherein the mechanism is a buckle. 



asiieml 



48. (original) The 
tensioner in communication 
attachment of the mechanisn i 



bly of claim 47, wherein the mechanism includes a strap 
vith the connecting material, which provides releasable 
with the connection material. 



49. (original) The 
a ratchet device in 
connecting materia] with 



50. (previi 
pieces include a 



5 1. (previous 
frame is made from removab 



erior of the outer frame: 



astemt 



bly of claim 48, wherein the mechanism further includes 
communication with the strap tensioner, which controls travel of the 
to the mechanism. 



resjecti 



ously presented) The assembly of claim 5, wherein the connection 
mounting plate that is removably attached to one of the end panels.. 



ly presented) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the rigid outer 
ly connected rigid tubes. 
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52. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the substantially 
horizontal rigid segment incl udes a plurality of removably connected rigid tubes, 

53. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the plurality of end 
panels are two end panels. 

54. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the rigid outer 
frame is metal 

55. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the rigid outer 
frame is steel. 



56, (previously 
frame includes a number 



pieces are rigid structures, 
angle with the respective 



presented) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the rigid outer 
of fcegments that are removably attached to each other. 



57. (previously presetted) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the connection 
and each said connection piece forms a substantially right 
connected end panel. 



58. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 57, wherein the connection 
pieces are removably attached to the end panels and to the connecting material. 
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59. (previously presetted) 
pieces are attached to the enc 



60. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 59, wherein each said 
connection piece includes a rigid footing attached to the connecting material. 



61 . (previously presented) The assembly of claim 25, wherein each said 

fjrst end connected to the connecting material and a second 
, and an angled joint between the first and second ends. 



connection piece includes a 
end connected to the end 



removably attached to the 
to the end panels. 
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The assembly of claim 58, wherein the connection 
panels by a connection mechanism. 



panels, 



62. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 61, wherein the first end is 

material and the second end is removably attached 



co meeting] 



63. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the connection 
pieces include a mechanism for decreasing the length of connecting material disposed 
between the end panels, 

64. (previously prese ited) The assembly of claim 63, wherein the mechanism is a 

buckle. 
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65. (previously prese ited) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the connection 
pieces include a mechanism For reducing an amount of slack of connecting material 
disposed between the end pa ids when the end panels are disposed in fixed positions. 



66. (previously presa ited) The assembly of claim 65, wherein the mechanism 



buckle. 



67. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the connection 
] or reducing an amount of slack of connecting material 
when the connecting material is disposed beneath the 
placed against opposite sides of the mattress. 



pieces include a mechanism 
disposed between the end 
mattress and the end panels 



panels 



arei 



70. (previously presented) 
further includes a ratchet device 
controls travel of the connecting 



is a 



68. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 67, wherein the mechanism is a 

buckle. 

69. (previously presented) 
includes a strap tensioner in 
releasable attachment of the 



The assembly of claim 68, wherein the mechanism 
cbmmunication with the connecting material, which provides 
e lechanism with the connection material. 



The assembly of claim 69, wherein the mechanism 
in communication with the strap tensioner, which 
material with respect to the mechanism. 
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ted) The assembly of claim 25, wherein the connection 
that is removably attached to one of the end panels. 
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